Introduction
Within John, the importance of John 2:1-11 is hard to overestimate, 1 as the pericope constitutes the beginning of the famous signs that Jesus performs as recorded in the Fourth Gospel as part of its process of christological identification, 2 culminating in Jesus' death and resurrection, the final fulfillment of Jesus' statement in John 1:50-51. 3 The road towards this finale is the road of Jesus' earthly revelation as the Christ, i.e. that of his heavenly δόξα through and in the earthly σάρξ. 4 * Writing this essay in honor of Martin de Boer also gave me opportunity to reflect on his academic leadership, which, no doubt due to a Christian inspiration and a reticent personality, did and does indeed reflect qualities that I think are there in John's portrayal of Jesus as patron as well. Smit However, despite its widely acknowledged importance, the kind of point that John 2:1-11, the wedding in Cana, 5 seeks to make remains a debated issue. This essay argues that a plausible interpretation of the entire pericope can be found when it is interpreted with the background of (divine) patronage in the Greco-Roman world, taking into account the miraculous provision of wine, the large quantity of it, and its quality. Jesus appears in this way as a superior patron, superior to human ones as well as a true representative of the patron of all. In doing so, this study specifically seeks to further the interpretation offered by Collins 6 and is in line with approaches to the Gospel of John in the tradition of social-scientific exegesis, such as Neyrey's recent commentary that pays ample attention to questions of honor and patronage. 7 In arguing this point, the essay also seeks to show that an interpretation of John 2:1-11 in terms of (a potentially anti-Jewish) statement on the relationship between "Christianity" and "Judaism" is highly implausible. 8 In order to do all this, first the interpretation of John 2:1-11 along the lines of the relationship between "Christianity" and "Judaism" is considered, which paves the way for a consideration of an interpretation of the events in John 2:1-10 on the basis of John 2:11, subsequently, questions of patronage and the provision of wine are considered, and finally an interpretation of John 2:1-11 on this basis is offered.
